, 


4 
: A, n 2 7 +F | k y | 
3 #4. 4”, | 61.47 
- OE * w * : Q : 


OS, 


- 
' * "A. 2 Fl —Y =— , 
" % . A g * _ . -*£ { 


vern) ene , 'and_the' OLDER th :'Aowed 
Crt , ile 0 chie'Army,\ 


1. A_plainc. mans anf\ere to the eſghr which 
2 [cg by the Houſe of.Commons'to the Alſembly '6F Divine, 
April 22 Un 0 wa they chemſclves Fould never 
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3. the Parliamenss gee: injuttice ind 460616264 ia, 
in maintaining: NL Ae Lk contrarie to the == of the 


vericHeathen, (when they perceived ſuch kind. of men- Fu nat 

ge Ho = -like* En rept ms alſo in follpwing 
»W counſells, by:; bing olden Ima rf 

: Jon. cbroanicd ſear of þ reveaded-R Fa. avE humane fy 

3+ If any ſhould go forth againſt that pen ned and vidoo- 
rious' AR MY, it cannot(in.any equity) be the ſober ſort of young- 
-men: nor Apprentices of London, nos mbar parents, friends, ; 

-Maſters,becauſe manythouſands,of them ha pemghi 
ſtates in-the late Warxes alreadie ;- but ir mi 2 ex t. blac 
tribe of Engliſh Prieſts, becauſe it. is only. their -turne, they bei 
too eaſily, ſafely, and idl y kept all theſe heavy times, to at miſchi, 
at home. 

4. If the Citie-will fooliſhly try atthe dice of warres; their 
millions with the Armies ſhillings, even whether they ſhall have the 
Armies horſes, buffe-coars, ſcarfs and armour, or the Army enjoy 
all their treaſures, riches, apparel}, and other bothunſpeakable and 
unva!uable plunder, once.to make them wiſe and fober,(if not;their 
daintie wivesand daughrets alſo. before their eyes,) yea md'endin- 
ger the burning of the:Cirry to ſhes; for their hainous fins; __ 

' them evenrun their courles. k 
"Dan,: 29:1 11254 6,47&c.Þ Cop. 1. 19920. 272 $29: Toh.10,; is. Fo. =6;&c. 
Efore the begining 6F'rhis Taffiament,manke were in hopefuſſ'og- 
"peRation of 2 worthy, modell of the Church of Chriſt,'to'have 
brought from Kis Shi tr Fong ro which was firſt taught at Jefuſa- 
bel m,and pot , ave had any other pattermike the Altar, which was 
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dchold, farre , under the Presbyterian notion, befides hundreds 
of ſtrange and bitter noveltics,which I intend not here to expreſle ; 
for not onely doth every Pariſh Prieſt, and his Lay-Elders ( as he is 
pleaſed to call them ) warne in all perſons of whatſoever eſtate or de- 


gree, without any kind of exception,cither of King or 'Kaſer, Lord, 


Knight, Queen, Counteffe, Lady or other, above twelve years of age, 


not only to his preaching and prayer, but to his ſeveralt examinari. . 


ons, when they are not frequently there, yea, and to ſtand up-publikty 


Mm their pewes, and be examined ſo often as it pleaſeth him every year, 


or elſe to iſlue forth ſuch a Warrant for their appearance, as-is hereaf- 
rer mentioned. EE Ts 

' What is this, I pray you, but adreg ora-relique of groſſe- Popery, 
(though a litele fined and ſugered by the Presbyterie) even procee. 
ding from auricular confeſſion? yea,it is far worſe in this reſpeA,ſee- 
ing this examination is publike before all-neighbours, and others, 
who are in the publike Aſſembly, both to heare; ſee, and carry away 
'uhe newes: but the other is only privately ſpoken (or. rather whiſpe- 
red) in the eare, and that not in many men, women,.nor childrens 
eares, but in the Prieſts alone; onely he may (if -hee will, or at leaſt 
have licence or pardon from the Pope ) declare and divulge it to 
whom he pleaſeth, if the parties benevolence, who are ſo-abuſed and 
milled, be not powerfull enough to ſtop his mouth. 

- Toevery one of thoſe perſons onely whom he judgeth firboth by 
their publike anſwering his queſtions, to receive the Sacrament of the 


Lords Supper, and by other tokens alſo to win his fayvur and com- | 


mendation, he ordereth his Elders ( which formerly were called 
Church-Wardens) to give a token, made either of ſtamped lead or 
fealed paper, with ſome letters of his name therein, to ſignifie his aſ- 
ſent of their admiſſion to the Sacrament, which they muſt cither very 
carefully keep,or elſe buy or procure, and deliver at the Church-door, 
awith their oblation too, before they enter in, or at leaſt have acceſs to 
to the Table. | 

But ſach-as cannot readily, ſpeedily, and pertinently anſwer him 
in publike; before two, three, foure, or five-hundred people, or either 
more ot fewer, ashe pleaſeth to call before him at any time, or at 
leaft,if they doe Kaine vie enough invite him to their houſes, (with 
his wife and children alſo, if he any) yea and ſomtimes beſtow 
upon him or his,ſome gifts or preſents alſo, if they be able, and all P 


7 (4 | | 1 
We looked to have been freed 29. all Prelaticall oppreſſion, bur 
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be ſo familiar with him, that they 2D oncewin hig fayour and appro” 
bation, and then neither look read book,ſpeak, not aR in any reipeR, 
which may any wiſe ecclipſe it, he will be ready to chide and upbraid 
them protety for their ignorance and negligerce, in not getting 
by hearr, or at leaſt by rote, ſome hard raske of Pech a .Catechilme, as 
he pleaſeth to urge upon cach one of his Pariſhioners, and at what 
rate he pleaſeth. 

And in caſe any, who are even red to anſwer ſufficiently at 
home or in private, be ſubjeRt ro bluſh, becauſe they are not ſo rea- 
dy to ſpeake in publike as onkery then as thoſe perhaps who are nci- 
ther ſo able' nor of -ſ0 holy a life, bur either jgnorant or ſcandalous, 
if not both,) do at any time abſent themſelves, (except for. very ur- 
gent cauſes as they muſt prove, yea and ſupply alſo either at another 
time,or by ſhewing who is Melchizedeks father, by ſome kinde of 
oyntment in the hand) he will both begin to raile on them the next 
firſt day of the weeke and ſo continue every Sermon-day, feaſt-day 
and faſt-day from his Tub or Pulpit, untill he ſufficiently blaze and 
ſhame them our of all lis conformable ſociety. 

And if this were all, it were not ſo great matter, but yet he procee- 
deth both further and further, to bring them to repentance for. this 
their hainous fin, even in abſenting themſelves from the true Charch 
of God, (as he oftenſayeth, and which therefore they alſo muſt be- 
lieve, as others do) he and his Lay-Elders, being authorized by both 
' Houſes of Parliament, doe iſſue fotth their Warrants for ſuch Delin- 

nt parties.to appeare before them at their Church, on fome we 
fxed day, even to anſwer publikely to ſuch things as afe or ſhall 
objeRed againſt rhem, and thereof they muſt not faile, as doth appear 
by the aforeſaid Warrant, 

If the parties doe appeare, and humble themſclves with very low 
ſubmilſi6n, and above all things,not forget cither to go themſelves, or 
ſend ſome ſpeciall friend a day or two re to mb of their houſes, 
whoſe names are ſubſcribed ro. the Warrarit, but chiefly the Prieſts 
houſe, and both ſolicite themſelves and their wives, and anoint their 
hands roo, they had betrer Jeave all their buſineſſe, and goe a hundred 
miles penance. of their bare feer, then.to endure ſuch bard cenſures as 
will be prepared For them, chiefly if they be not thus prepared, I ay, 
before they come. * | Tek 

And at the beſt, thongh they doe all thoſe aforementioned things, 
to avoid theſe mens crnell and bitter cenſure, and do bumble _ 
A 2 crves 


Pod . +». © Sy 


gu nOpe 


(4) 
ſelyes on their bare on ees before tes and weep an oa ful 0.2!l 
that might ſecgie to ferye a true Church jndeed, becauſe the wy (ay 
all other ſecrett things d 0 belongerh to God, they mult not 80, yer, 
ſo ſcot-free bor what is paſt, but be taught lie, manners for the tim 
to come, and gh at tO rertific both them and all othexs from difobey- 
ipg the propd yrhe.monging Olergic ,and One both 0 Y batfimeds 
and Chucch,(as they call it,) they mu ſtand they be ab ablc, or otlicr- 
iſe fix in ſackcloth, or in a paire of white ſheets _oyer their appare] 
( that they may 1 incur the more wotldly ſhame,& ſe havethe more ſor- 
oy for & ir haitous fin) for fhres firſt dayes of wh, W oF during both 
hing and raycr time, in 2 N11 of gn. A ſer in che. H098 
pa ubjike 4 14; ep all cliepeophe, AVG diſtang fr Ki "2 Pulpit, , whi 
ey both colour over with black in ſigne of mourning, entitle Wy 
writ in. greac letters on it;T he [xn appointed for re repentance,that 
thc the Prigl t may have'the more fighr, audience and attendance of all the 
TR $0 ih at his pleaſure ON iboſe D<lingdents and Eneques: 10 
ti and. by 'Xntichraſtian brertirens Sgare,and that both generally inhis 
ermon Gafually from a Text choſen for chat purpoſc) and particular- 
- Cd or more, cach-one, by Thou, and his, or her infa- 
Poe, and odious fat afrer Sermon, before he <q mand them 
Tg Ns heir knees. 416 
Tg d at the Chiirch- -difforigGwche ia day, if either. the Avile 
ot fv extraotdinarie odious or ſcandalous to. the people, as the 
4ſt, will « endeavour to make, it, or that the thus wronged or en» 
Is (party or parties, be 4 Nirurs borh of frien die meanes, they 
itcede v come dyke 9h ck ſe Fo 's FS, 
ih fa, at inet ta WY C Ma 
be Ieceived'ro-mertie 2nd favour again, Fit WI Ft th z Tri y 
and Lay-Elgers in the bchalfe of the Con oregl tion, wh ; ke then b 
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domes, $i chat illega LO die of Tythes, becanſealleftatey from 

the higheſt co the loweſt, are by taking Saafoind Covenant,(vrothe? 
to aboliſh Poperie, and alſo in obeying that unjuſt Ordinance (byipays! 
ing of Tythes) to eſtabliſh Poperie: w high # 5 8 !hv4Ai{oft;ſſeokull and 
ſhamefull contradiion one to another; ſo that ere one whois for- 
ced to take rhe Covenant, ; and alſo forced. to breake 18,418, muthit re- 
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lings, fore they wa of liinted yearly: alpuante, the 

will have it [rven year JEW yea, and two, akzbem had 
rather have ſeven pear e the Kin gdox eycars- 
want of their baſe Tyr - ough otherwiſe then, INance 
there is no Law of God nor man, bas 6 by ro exact the ſame, as.s e- 
vident.in. the defence-of M-Zromn of STePaey.. 
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And whence comek all all thee JI wars in- theſe ſad: daye 
meerly Cay woes) pms v% + ooocer tony REG _ Ke 
tions oe; by ſuth ravening wolves in ſheeps clothing ? For, be- 
KI a in d kai. their ambirion and covetouſnefle > 


And have they-nor thou a En and Trcland, by thoſe 
And have they no gov exam) And wee tho yer 
expe any peace,” tranquility or Fey: meer tyrrniege rand 


daily deviſe wicked Decrees, (both at the Synod and Sion Colledge) 
and Ar ro deceive both King,Parliament,City, and Countrey ; d 
che Army ieſcfe, (foraswell azitin )more then King Pharadh' 
Bed-chamber, 'can hardly - be free 'of thoſe frops and vermine, thar 
came out of that /bottomeleſle pic, whoſe cruell renome and bitrer- 
neſſc Edwards, Byfields, Wards, and Loves, both Books and Sermons, 
er a abundantly witnefſlc : bur a hundred times more of this ſubjeR 
he 
- Lancaſhire, April 1. 1647. 


Ee JHags opie of the —_—_ 
the Elderſhip 0 the regation of Preſtwich, upon in- 
V formation and notice of Gmc andl tha ou b, upon given 
whercof we are to take notice, do hereby Gn of che Charch of . 
the Lord Icſus Chriſt, and being here hired both Houſes 
. of Parliament, require you to appeare before us. at reſtwich-Church, 
en Thurſday ws eight day of this preſent Aprill, «Lone Dow.. 
1009/ A acer $7 ah hin as ace or ll be objected again you ; . 
not faite 
we nel ohisOgden, aAervant at Edward Heiewoods of Heaton, 
' YT oby furnace. : James T alier. 
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. andother Officers thereunto appertaining, who-like-fo- 


antiquity, are inferiour to none, (aRtivitic is onely wanting) whick.in- 
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ployed my felfe in obſervation fil | 

ry of Cheſter, which is very deplorable, confideriny 
ly it hath been the Seat of War, 'and now is of TYrar | 
on,and arbitrarie'government, occaſioned partly by the udes of 
Committees for Sequeſtrations, there being ane placed inevery Hun- 
dred within the ſaid Gounty, with all Receivers, Sollicitors, Agents 
r many. crue{l 
Harpies and'Cormorantss, deyoure the Countrey, no+ man being free 
from their ſnares and ; if che meaneſt Agent have the leaſt malice 
towards any, or intend revenge in anie.of cheir friends cauſes: but ma- 
ny times lucre of. money is the prime adamant. | 

Theſe-Commuttees yer ore their firſtinſtirutton into this Body 
Poliique, a generation of hypoccriticall and ly Zelors, making 
Religion the cloak for their oppreſſion, and being conſtituted by ver- 
rue of an Ordinance .made this preſent Parliament (as the Gentry 
fay) evabling Sir {liam Brereton with two of the Deputy-Lievte- 
nants and Committces,being of the prime Gentry,to ſappiy the defeR 
of a&ive men to be Sequeſtrators.. | | 

Whereupon a fraternitie of theſe ſtate-devouring felſowes, ſome of 
infamous condition, were created in a tacite manner, by the ſaid Sir 
William PBrereton's meanes, who have ſince ſo glutted themſelves with 
the rapines and ruines of poore people as well as rich, and contratie (I 
ſuppoſe) to the ſenſe of the Parhameut, have extorred Compofitions 
from thoſe who have not been worth a cow, or ten pounds in their 
whole ſubſtance, many.imes compounding with them for their De- 
linquency for 13.5.4.d. and ſomtimes more or leſſe, according to their 
eſtates : but Dus warrants, 1 know not, not ſo muchas ſparing thoſe 
who have been under the power of the enemy, at the time of their a- . 
Ring againſt the Parliament, 

So that moſt of theſe Committees,,who were.verie-poore and much 
indebted, have paid their debts, and are readie to make ou purcha- 
ſes, unleſſe it bee ſuch, who through their prodigality daily conſume 
their Aurum T hvtoeſaram, in riotoulſneſſe, adulteric, fornication, and. 
drankenneſſe : ſuch kind of licentiouſneſle as this, the Army defireth 
not, as appeareth-by their Propolitions. | 
Theſe ypſtarr fellowes are by traRof. time, ſo verſed in. their art, 
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" and growne ſo infolencand arrogant, tharthey Jaily ;affront"all the 


antient'Gehtry.of the County, who-for their integrity, ingennity,and - 
gendreth 


\.. o 


: die rate co lth | 
-gendreth the ſufferings of the. Countrey- under' this ſpoiling 'genera- 
- tiot1 6f vipers; the Peſts of the Common-wealth, wherein they reſide. 
-'N6'/County"(I cycryer could hear of) ſaffereth the like calamities 

and tyſeries by ſack feljowes,: notwithſtanding-the manifold com- 


any wealth. - C1113 He itn, | e br. 
I cxtinoromir here,a lgteiprofident of. theirs ; a pogre: Man that 
hadþbeel in* Armes, came un, taoke. the folemne League ahd Covenant, 
with the Negative Oath, arid returned home aboye a yeare and ahalfe 
ſince,who being warned to appzare before one of the Committees, 
-attended them almoſt three quarters of a yeere, and in the end, under- 
ſanding that he was very: Poor; yet aſuitorto a widdow), who! was 
- conceived ro* haveagoodeſtato, afterhis long attendance he was dil- 
- "miſſed, the Charge-man telling him, they had nothing to ſay, to him. 

But'ſo ſoone as they had notice of his marriage, his wives coffers (by 
their Agents and Officers) were ſearched,and 140.4.in ready money ſet- 
72d up0n.*;";. 9, a9 o:217 o- 

Many are the preſidents of their exorbitant and: cruell dealings, 
which I could relate, if I had eithertime or opportunity : yet I have 
obſerved here ſome other paſlages, concerning a Court called the Ex- 
chequerat Cheſter, not long fithence ereted upon an old foundation, 

+ ) which is found: to bee, very+/rotten,: I haye converſed with ſome 
of: the prime Officers: thereof , who-are verie ignorant and ſimple, 
not difcerning right from wrong, yet they .can claime an unlimited 
Prerogative, and arc not to bee contrguled by any Court whatſoever: 
An unheard of Court, and their proceedings not to be parallelled, fit- 

' titng everie: day, cxerciling their-achitraty. Lawes, and making ille- 

- * gall and extrajudiciall Orders, Ne: Die it: Diem, ' and thoſe corams non 
Tuadice. | 

The prime Officer is a Baron or Clerke, whoſe place(as is ſaid) isin 

' thenature of aRegiſterin the Chancery, and a/Curfitor to make;Oxi- 
; ginalbWrits. He who now bearech the name of the place, was neither 

'.bred-a Lawyex, nor Cletk, but procured one to. come from Londan, 

"-out of the Dutchy Othce, who when the Rayen there had nothing to 
prey upon, was ſent thirher to prevent the rats,from eating of the, Re- 

2icords; noFtb-ewd ticmor wdeeſtand them. , ,!.; pq mY 
4, !\Sorthathe bbuig matte-Depmy:Barg | 
A 


| 3:1). 
Baron,bothBacan and; 
', poaring-equally.ignorantythe old; lignanr Clerkes IT ove 
Baron(bcing a Debnquent)ault be alſilanys,& exccyte the, YN e 
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office of the Baron (it ſfeemeth) was a Dehnquent as great as the Ba- 
ron, bat the petrie vffice of a Clerke or Shftitourevnor ſo. There is e- 
quity pretended, yer nothing but iniquity ated. 

Orders for ſtay of all ſuits hore, daily made by the Atcurneyes and 
Clerks, as if the Lord Keeper fate: every day. There is no Common- 
Lay there, for albeit they have'bad no Aſſizes, and ſo have not the be- 
nefit of the Law, yet the Officersare ſo1mpudent/ and. ignorant, that 
they will not fuffer ariy Inhabitint ro ſuc one another in any of the 
Courts at Weſtminſter, but preſently Attachments and I know not 
what threatnings of Finings, anſwering upon Interrogatories, and 


. impeaching_chem forthe breach of their Liberties of that County, as 
if it, were high.treaſon to ſeck for juſtice elſewhere, there being none 


to be had there. - 

Beſides all theſe fore-mentioned grievances, I heare much com- 
plaint of pluralities of offices, one being the Conſtable of the Caſtle, 
(the office of a Knight formerly) Steward of Haughton-Fee, Stew- 
ard of the County-Court, at Atturney in the Exchequer, and Clerk 
to the Committee for-the County, cum mnltis alice, everic one of 
which being well mannaged; would take up the whole man. 

When this Parliament begun and deprefled the Star-Chamber, the 
high Commiſſion and conſiſtorie Court, Inever conceived that (Se- 


. dewte Parliaments) any ſuch arbitrarie Court and proceedings would. 


have been tolerated, the-more rational here ſay, it had been too ſoon 
to have {et it up, after the Common-Law had had its courſe, if not 
better regulated then formerly, Quia equitas [equitur, non precedit le- 
gewv. . But here js nothing but a prepoſterous Order, wt v«lgo ainntgtho 


.cart going before the wheels. 


Here is likewiſe great ralke avd - expeRation of a chiefe Juſtice of 
Cheſter coming downezhee is a meer ſtranger unto mee, yet ſome 
ſay, he was my Lawyer, he will doe me juſtice; another he is my kinſ- 
man, a third, his wife is my kinſweman, a fourth, he is Sir Fillians 


. Breretans creaturegand will move þim'on my behalfe ; 'ſo that by his 


atile and, alliance, he is-generally acquainted, he: being borne and 
red, and having a damerous kindred in the County, the leaſt of 
which heretofore had been a ſufficient cauſe of exception againſt his 
admiſſion, and therefore not a-ſerled Indge in his native Countrey. | 
Truly,Sir, though lam aftranger hexe, yer am verie ſorrie for the 
County, and by ſome of the meſt judicious, was;defiredto-preſenc 
their grievances to.y9u,. in regard. thry may be mage knowne to the 
B Army, 


(20 : 
Army, and ſo to the Parliament, we they living -n_one Kingdome.. 
my = under one Law, and"one Government , :and not' bee in. 
aved. | by gt og 2; 

They have given as =__ teſtimonies of their zeale to the Parti:- 
, ment, as any other people of anie other County in the Kingdome 
whatſoever, and therefore deſerve the Libertics and privitedges- of 
Commons, being that which they principally have hazarded their lives 
and fortunes for, and not now to ſyffcr themſelves tobe infnared and 
fatrered, like no other County. 

Snch like (as before-mentioned) proceedings have 'fo alienated 
the hearts of the Commons here, that uoleſle there be ſach ſpeedy re- 
licfe, that juſtice may be done, and che exorbitant power of the extry- 
jadiciall and arvitrary Court of the Exchequer, and-of the'Commit- 


tees here, be not regulated or ſuppreſſed, a Varliamentarie party will. 


not be found. Idoubr not but you will in this ſeaſonable opportuni- 
tie, communicate theſe grievances, to the end'the opprefſed may bee 
relieved ; which is the onely end aimed at by him, who is Sirg 
Cheſter, fwly 28. Your Friend and humble 
F647. Servant, NN. W. 
Notwithſtanding your late newes. out of Ireland (as I perceived 


by the Poſt) I have received lately intelligence, that the Kingdore. 


was never in a worſe condition, and likely to be loſt; if there be not a 
' ſpeedie ſettlement of the affaires of thisKingdome, and a fupply of 
men and Ammunition ſeat over verie ſpeedily, and that a verie conſi- 
derable number and quantitie, The ſicknefſe increaſeth -very much in 
Cheſter, the Sonldiers have releaſed the Committee, being of the 


Gentry, who had received no moneyes, but they" iritend to- take their. 
opportunity,and to ſeize upon'the proling Commirtees of 'the Hus.- . 


dreds within the County , who are- full of their illegalt extorted 
moneyes, as alſo their Solicitors Agents and Officers, 
| Wedneſday 22 April 1646, 
The chiefe bufinefſe that day was about reaſons m - relation to the 


Miniſters Petition, and a- matien-being made concerning the great 


veſtion ſtared, of their power pleaded to. be Fare Divine, they came 


at {aſtto reſolurion,and pitched upon queſtions of that exceeding con- . 
ettle all private jarres, and make us. 


vence, that it is hoped, it will 
all friends at home, to prevenr-all new breakings our,and.to the great 
fatisfaQtion of all hotieſt men; G 


Whereas it is reſolved by the. Houſe of Commons, that all perſons . 


guilty 
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- guiley of notorious and PSA |... offences, thall be ſuſpended from 


Pl « 


Sacrament of the Lords Supper, the Houſe of Commons delice 
to bee ſatisfied by the Aſſembly of Divines, in theſe particulars : 

1. Whether the parochiall and Congregation Elderſhips, appoint- 
ed by Ordinance of Parliament, are Fare Divizo by the will and ap-+ 
pointment of Jeſus Chrilt ? 

2- Whether all the Members of the faid Elderſhips are Members 
thereof, or which of them are /#re Divino, by the Will and appoint- 
ment of Jeſus Chriſt ? 

3. Whether the ſupreme Aſſemblies or Elderſhips, viz. the Claſſi- 


call, Provincia!l, and Nationall, whether all or any of them, or which 


of themare Jwre Divine, and by the will and appointment of Jeſus 


"Chi? 


4- Whether Appeales from Congregational! Elderſhips to the 
Claſſicall, Provincaall, and Nationall Aſflemblies, or to any of them, 
or which of them are Fare Divino,and by the will and appointment of 


'Tefus Chrift ? 


5 Whether Occumenicall Aſſemblies are Iwre Divine, and whether 
there be Appeals from any of the former Aﬀemblies to the ſaid Oc- 
— TI Aſſemblies, are /zre Divino,by the will and appointment of 
Chriſt ? 

6. Whether by the Word of God, the power of judging and de- 
claring what are ſuch notorious and ſcandalous offences as aforeſaid, 
and ot conventing before them, trying and aftuall ſuſpending from 
the Sacrament ſack offenders accordingly, either in the Congregati- 
onall Elderſhip or Presbyterie, or in aty other Elderſhip of Presbyte- 
ry, preſented to the Houſes, as the advice of the Aſſ:mbly, and whe- 
ther ſuch powers are in them onely, or anyof them, and in which of 
them [#re Divine, and by the will and appointment of Jeſus Chriſt ? 

7. Whether there be any certaineand particular rules exprefſed in 
the Word of God, to dice the ſaid Elder{hips or Presbyterics, or a- 
nie of them, in thecexerciſe and execution of the powers aforeſaid; 
and which arethoſ Rules ? = 

8: Is there anie thing contained in the Word%of God, that the ſu- 
preme Magiſtracie in a Chriftian State, may not,judge and determine 
what arg the aforeſaid- notorious and ſcandalous offences, and the 
manner of ſuſpenſion from thc'ſame, and in whar:particulars concer- 
ning the premilles, is the faid ſupreme Magiſtracy -by the Word of 
Godexcluded ? 

Ba . IS 


LZ ): 
+ In anſwer of theſe ca ins of -Commons deſires of 
the Aſſemblie of Divines,their proofs from Scripture,andto ſet down 
the ſeyerall texts in the exprefle words of the ſame. ; 

Ocdered that every particular Miniſter of the Aﬀſemblie of Divines, 
that is,or ſhal be preſent at the debate of any of rheſe queſtions, do up- 
on every reſolution which ſhall be preſcnted ro this Houſe concerning 
the ſame, ſubſcribe his reſpeRive name, eithet with the Affirmative or 
Negative, as he giveth his Vote : And that thoſe that do diflent from 
the major part, thall ſet down their poſitive opinions, with the ex- 
preſſe Texts of Scripture, upon which their opinion is grounded, 

ef plaine mans eAnſwer to: the former eight Ymergs, becauſe 

the Divines themſelves could not give 'any [atisfatlion tothe Par- 
liament therein , though the Parliament pretended to call thens. to+ 
gether onely for good advice, in theſe and the like matters of great im- 
portance: but they have neither anſwered theſe Queres , (now afttr 4 
Jeere and three months both of the Kingdome and Parliaments attenr 
dance,) nor given any good advice at all, but both exhauſted the ( oni- 
monwealths ſubſtance, and given all the evill counſel} which they and 
hell can deviſe, for ſetting all the three Kingdomes by the ears, and 
each Kingdome among themſelves , and yet ſtill they ſit peaceabl yea» 
fily, and richly together, contriving and plotting a new warre. 

The anſwer to che firſt particular,dr Quere. 

þ om queſtion. rakes for granted, that which yet.is to be proved : 
For Parochiall Adembhes be not Churches of Chriſt, as not con. 
fiſting of beloved of God, called to be Saints, Roms. 1.7: ſanRiticd in 
Chil Jeſus, 1 (or.1,2.by faith in him, AZ.26.18. ſuch as.among whom, 
ſome were ſomtimes ungodly, but are-now waſhed, ſanRified, and ju+ 
Rified in the name of our Lord Jeſus, and by the Spiric of our God, 
1 Cor. C.11. and are therefore the Church of God,.2 (r.1. 1. being 
Saints and fairhfull in Cnrilt Jefus, Epbeſ..1. 3s and ſo a brotherhood, 
3 Cor.5.11. 1 Fet.2,9. achoſen Generation, a coyall Prieſthood, an ho- 
ty Nation, a people whom God hath owned to ſhew forth his grace, 
who hath called them out of darkneſle into his marvellous light, unco 
whom he hath orily gen of diyine right by the will and appointment 
of Jeſus Chriſt, all ſpirituall Oftcers requiſite to govern them in that 
gracious ſtate of heaven upon earth. Epbe.4.11. _ 
- -Therefore the Parochiall and Congregationall' Elderſhips (taking 
Pariſhes for Congregaations) appointed by Ordinance of Parliament, 
are not 7ure Divino, by the will and appointment of Jeſus Chriſt, but 
E: 
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2 mecre humane device, which never .s into Kis heart, and whereof 
there isnothing (55 much as once mentioned) ia the Scriprures, (they 
being Officers and Elders onely over-wicked and nngodly Pariſhes, 
ſuch as being unrighteous, Fornicators, Idolators, Adulterers, Effemr- 
nate, Theeves, covetous, Drunkards, Revilers, Extortioners, ſhall not 
inherit the Kingdome of God, I: Cor. 6,9, 1c. nor ought to declare 
Gods Statvres, or take his Covenant in their mouthes, ſeeing they hate 
to be reformed, P/al.50. 16, 17.)fo that they are the vain perſpns, and 
difſemblers, the CO of evill doers, and the wicked, with 
whom none of the godly more then David, will go in company, but 
do altogether hace and forſake, ſo ſoone as they can diſcerne them, 
P/al.26. 4, 5. For they have come out from among them, ( and doe 
daily more and more as God comunicares light) leave touching the 
uncleane thing, leaſt they ſhould partake of their ſinnes, and fo receive 
of their plagues, 2 (or.6.17. Rev.18.4. by provoking the moſt jealous 
God to take vengeanceof theit inventions, P/a/.99.8. pt 
To the ſecond, the Pariſ} es (being no Churches of Chriſt,) noneof 


the members of the Elderſhips are at all Iwre Divine, by the L _—_ | 


ment of Jeſus Chriſt, bur are baſe conſtitutions of men, ariſing our of 
the earth, Rev. 13.17. and having but aſhew of wiſdowe in will wor- 
ſhip and humilitie, Col.223. 
To the third, ſupreme Aſſemblies over Aſſemblies are as ſtrange in 
Scripture, as ſapreme brethren over brethren : be not ye called Rab- 
bi, nor DoQor, for one is your Maſter and Door even Chriſt, and all 
ye are brethren; and callno man your father upon the earth, for one 
is your fathes which is in heaven, Mfar.23.8,9,10, and (faith Fames) my* 
brethren be not many Maſters,” /#r.3. 1. It is threfore conſiderable, 
though Chriſt was often asked, and it was a great diſpute among the 
Diſciples, who ſhould be the greateſt : yer he alwaies ſuppreſſed thac 
teſtion, never telling them of ſupreme Brethren, or ſupreme Aflem- 
blies, bur ſaid it ſhall not be ſo among you, Zxk.9.46. | 
Therefore ſupreme Aſſembljesarc not ure Dixino, by the. will and: 
appoiament of Jeſus Chriſt, but by the ſame will, are caſt out and for- 
bidden. And as to Claſſicall, Provinciall and Netionall Afemblies,they 
are all humane inventions, not hard of in Scripture, and contrary to 
the freedomes which every Church of Chriſt have, no- one Church be-- 
ing {ubzectro another m the Primitive time, which patterne theſe times 
ame.at, and will ſo continue untill the Judgement of the great day. 
To the fourth, when neither the Parithee, nor Congregationall 
| Eiderſhips, 


- 
<) 


» 


OS. | ; 

- Bferſhips, nor anic 6f the Clancdtf provitiall nor Nationall Af. 
femblics can be proved to bee of divine right, but meerly of humane 
frame and conſtitution, the appeals to them, and from one to another, 
mult needs be of the ſame. vaine mould, wicked and fond device, 

To the fifth, Oecumenicall Aſſemblies no more then the former, 
are of Gods appointing, but an invention of the Man of Sin, tomake 
all the world wonder at che beaſt, who had the weund of afiword, 
and did live, Rev. 13.3, For Heatheniſme (the firſt Beaſt ) being woun- 
ded by a ſword, ont of the mouth of Jeſus Chriſt, healcd it ſelfe again 
by preſſing the Heatheniſh Uniformiry, under the vizor 6f Popifh 
conformity ſtill impoſed and kept up by Popiſh counſells; the pat- 

- rerne whereof theſe counſells now Kill follow, under the new-title of 
Alſemblies : And therefore all appeales to any ob them, are meerly hy- 

- mane, helliſh, and diabolicall. | 

To thelſixt, the will and appointment of Jeſns Chriſt hath ſetled 
this power onely upon his owns Church, tell the Church (fairh 
Mat.18.17, and not the Presbytery thereof, diſtinguiſhed!fx@m the 

"Church, and therefore theſe Presbyterics not being of the Church,and' 
yet claiming ſuch power, as diſtinguiſhed from the Church, have no- 
thing, but by Satan and mans appointmepr. 

0 the ſeventh, there are nio-rules at all inthe Word of God, to 
dire the ſaid Elderſhips and Presbyteries in the execution of any 
-Power, ſeeing none of them are from God,-nor haye anie power 
from him. | 

To the eight, the Word of God makes no diftinftion between a 
Chriſtian and a Heathen Magiſtrate, as a Magiſtrate, this diſtintion 
-was made by the Pope,to take away the Magiltracy of thoſe who were 
not. Chriſtians in his ſenſe, and whoſoever holds up this diſtinion, 
have yer remainingin them that ſpirit of Popery : For Chriſt is the 
onely and atone Magiſtrate .in the Church, Xat.23.8,9,10, bee ye not 

called Rabbi,for one is your Maſter, even Chrſt, and all ye are brethren, 
7 Cor.S. 6. to us there 15 but one God, the father of whom are all 
things, and we in him, and'one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all 
things, and we by kim; ſo as Chriſtians in the Church are but brethren 
1ike other members, -oncly to give aid and affiſtance, but not Lords or 
Maſters ro command or controule, 

Howſoever Chriſtian Magiſtrates as well as Heathen Magiſtrates, 
bcibled Gods and Lords in the word of truth, yet they have no more 
powers the Church , as Magiſtrates, then the Heathen Maguiltrates 

; Es have, 


4 
: 
: 


(15) 

have, yea and thongh they be alſo members of the Church, they tave- 
onely ſuch power as the meaneſt; members have3and yer moſt Magt- 
flrates do-aflyme, uſurp, or pretend to have more-power..then they, by 
attributing to themſelves the tile of Chriſtians, whites-moſt of theis 

Aices are more repugnant<o the courſe of Chriſtianitie, then many 
praQices of the very Heathen, like thoſe of the Jewes in, the daies of 
ing AMannaſſeeh; (2 Chron.33.) whereof all who: endeavour. to live 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus, where they can cithercommand, prohibite, or-- 
perſecute, have (yet ſt} even now in Parliament-time, as-our Predi- 
ecſſors have had. for hundreds of yeares) moſt grievousgpd wofull.: 
ExPerience, | | 
Some of the ſober ſort of -young.men and Apprentices of Londens ſeaſana- - 

ble and reaſonable advice, to all the plaine men and youch buth of the. | 

("tie and Countrey, concerning-the Engliſh Prieſts. 
F:. is credibly reported by ſome of our truſty friends, being in Scot- . 

land, at the beginning of the late warres there, that a number 
of the plaine merr who had: been forth in divers batrells in che North, 
would nor goo the. South againſt the Kings ficſt Army, ugtill the 
Black-coats-of that place went firſt, becauſe it was onely. rheir:turne,.. 
which (after much debate and great threatning) was accordingly done, 
onely with this falacie, they procured leave ſecretly of the Magiltrates 
to go under ns Commanders, therefore they only ſhew themfelves on ., 
horſe-back at the place, and looked-a farre off-untill the buſtaefſe was-. 
over, but.the honeſt men went a foot, bure the heat of the..day,'and . 
never ſaw thoſe their blind guides, untill they all returned home. 

Now all that we out of our afte&ion to you, _and allche Commons. 


- of England, both for your and their good, doe.inferre from. this-. 


commendable-examplie-of ſach plaine men as our ſelves in' our-neigh- 

bour Nation, tendeth to the very ſame «fe; we even wiſh and adviſe.- 
that ye may doe the like upon the firſt occafion, not only in a part of-. 
this Nation, but throughour all the Cities and Counties thereof; only 
with this difference and caution, that ye may make your bargaine. ſurer- - 
then the Scortith plaine men did, even that ye be not deceived by the. - 
Magiſtrates double dealing, as they were, but plead (as they did very. 
well) rhat it is not-your turne, yee being ſo often forth alreadie, aud :: 
have ſpene both abundance of blood and treaſure in the late warres, .. 
whereas the Clergie have been at-no charges,. neither have they been 

forth-at all ro- fight, {though the querreli be their own) but as: falſe. 


Bzophers.to-run unſent, and ſpeak lics in the name of the Lord: | 


Ys. 


| (6x) 

- Ye knban, whenthe wiſe men of BabUllio the dajes of King Nebwe- 
bhughnezar , could not borthdeclare and interpretihis dreame, he com-. 
' manded to-put them to death,atd fo would haye done with Daniel, 
hiscountreymes, if it. had not pleaſed God to grant him wiſedome be- 
ond all theſe wiſe men;even to do what was required,that God mighe 
be glorified, and he adyanced for the good of his people : and ſcing the 
brethren of thoſe babilonith brats, and wicked b .of Anti 
priefts { whoſe covenant they have both taken, and vexed 
cherewith ſiacc } decreed in the fixt reaſon of that book;called the 
Scots — in coming into England, when. they came' witha 
__ rmy;o force the calling of this Parliamenr (as one of the 
” aQts. that Ever they did}, if the - Parliament, it ſclfe had beene 
' gooll ): that there ſhould not be.a Papiſt, a ſeparatilt- aor ſecary. 
more nientioned, ſo ſoone as their bleſſed and glorious ma 
bould be accompliſhed: ſo they have ſought by all poflible mutmcs, 
thar Sathan their Maſter or they could devile eyer lince, t94 god 

that wicked decree; and move all Magiltrats whom they ea! X 
either to epote eur, enſlave; ruine or banulh all who wif not fubmicg 
nnto them, both in countenancing their humaine worſhip,and paying 
their. Popithtirhes. FÞ Pop Neaac #3 
-. And ſecipgir is ſo; were it not very agreeable to £quitic and reaſon, 
that Mapiſtrats would once be ſo juſt,as ro pay_tham home. with-the 
ſame meaſuce themſelves,which chep alloe to.othes? And did not No+ 
bachad-wexar King of Babel kill albthe wiſe men of Babel,only becauſe 
they.could neither detlare nor interpret his dreams? bur thoſe Engliſh 
magitzans are mat} degrees worle. 1. Becauſe they profeſſe far better 
things thenever the wiſe men. of Babell did, and. therefore are ;ths 
 moteinexcuſable, 2. They continually-congtrive, plot and a&& milciefs 
= and ſtirre up che le in all cheir Suanpoy againſt all, whq 
ave any ſparkle or dreame of goodnefle, and will not both follow 
and- maintaine them in- all their wicked wayes. And 3. Seing thoſe 
Babaloniſh wife men were put to a far harder task, upon penaltie of 
their lives, then eyer theſe Engliſh wiſe men were. put untg, even tg 
declare both the Kings dream, and the interpretation thereof, whereas 
our ſooth-fayers had the dream, (or Parliament Querges,) not only 
thewed them,bur have keptthe fame in writing almoſt'16 mqneths 
beſide them,yea and had nothing elſe to doe ( ſaving; only their con, 
tinuall deviſcing ſome. new diyana:1ons, )but to deelarethe wnterpretar 

tion ( or anſwer } thereof. LR  ahet | [ 
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